
Maine Revised Statutes

Title 28-A: LIQUORS

Chapter 19: AGENCY LIQUOR STORES

§453. LOCATION OF AGENCY STORES

1. Location requirements.  The bureau may license an agency liquor store only when the following
requirements are met.

A. The proposed agency liquor store is located in a municipality or unincorporated place that has voted
in favor of the operation of state liquor stores under local option provisions. [1997, c. 373, §46
(AMD).]

B.  [1993, c. 380, §7 (AFF);  1993, c. 380, §1 (RP).]

C.  [2001, c. 711, §2 (RP).]

D.  [2001, c. 711, §2 (RP).]

[ 2001, c. 711, §2 (AMD) .]

2. Replacement of state or agency liquor stores. 

[ 2001, c. 711, §2 (RP) .]

2-A. Limitation on number of agency liquor stores.  Beginning July 1, 2009, the bureau may
license up to 10 agency liquor stores in a municipality with a population over 45,000; up to 9 agency
liquor stores in a municipality with a population over 30,000 but less than 45,001; up to 8 agency liquor
stores in a municipality with a population over 20,000 but less than 30,001; up to 5 agency liquor stores
in a municipality with a population of at least 10,001 but less than 20,001; up to 4 agency liquor stores
in a municipality with a population of at least 5,001 but less than 10,001; up to 3 agency liquor stores in
a municipality with a population of at least 2,000 but less than 5,001; and one agency liquor store in a
municipality where the population is less than 2,000. The bureau may issue one additional liquor store license
beyond those otherwise authorized by this subsection in a municipality with a population of less than 10,000.
The bureau may consider the impact of seasonal population or tourism and other related information provided
by the municipality requesting an additional agency liquor store license.

A.  [2001, c. 711, §2 (RP).]

B.  [2003, c. 20, Pt. SS, §8 (AFF);  2003, c. 20, Pt. SS, §1 (RP); 
2003, c. 51, Pt. C, §2 (AFF).]

Nothing in this subsection may be construed to reduce the number of agency stores the bureau may license in
a municipality as of June 30, 2009.

[ 2015, c. 494, Pt. A, §31 (RPR) .]

2-B. Requirement of at least one replacement agency liquor store before closing. 

[ 2013, c. 368, Pt. V, §31 (RP) .]

2-C. Licenses.   The bureau shall consider whether the applicant can satisfy the following criteria when
determining whether to issue an agency liquor store license under this section:

A. Except as provided in subsection 2-D, the applicant has held a license to sell malt liquor and wine for
off-premises consumption for more than one year immediately preceding application without a violation
of any provision of this Title; [2013, c. 269, Pt. A, §5 (AMD).]
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B. The applicant will be able to stock at least $10,000 worth of spirits purchased from the State or the
State's wholesale distributor upon issuance of an agency liquor store license; and [2009, c. 213,
Pt. JJJJ, §2 (NEW).]

C. The applicant can purchase the initial stock of spirits using a bank check or other financial instrument
that certifies that funds are available. [2009, c. 213, Pt. JJJJ, §2 (NEW).]

[ 2013, c. 269, Pt. A, §5 (AMD) .]

2-D. Exception.  If a retailer that is located in this State and has at least 5 locations licensed as an agency
liquor store is sold or ownership is transferred to another company that will assume operation of some or all
of the retailer's stores and that company submits an application for an agency liquor store license at some or
all of those stores, the bureau may waive the requirement of subsection 2-C, paragraph A. The bureau may
provide this waiver only if the applicant has held a license in another state to sell malt liquor and wine or
spirits at retail for off-premises consumption, for at least one year prior to submitting the application, without
a violation of the laws governing the sale of alcoholic beverages in that state and can provide the bureau with
documentation of financial success as determined by the bureau. The bureau may not provide this waiver
when issuing an additional liquor store license in a municipality with a population of less than 10,000 beyond
the limit on the number of agency liquor stores authorized under subsection 2-A.

[ 2015, c. 221, §2 (AMD) .]

3. Measurement of distances. 

[ 1993, c. 380, §7 (AFF);  1993, c. 380, §5 (RP) .]

4. Procedure for selection of agency liquor store location. 

[ 1991, c. 622, Pt. K, §4 (RP) .]

5. Aggrieved applicants. 

[ 1991, c. 622, Pt. K, §5 (RP) .]
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